Appl. No.; 09/980,192 
Tn the Claims: 

Please cancel claim 17 and amend claiins 1 1 and 19, without prejudice, as shown 
belowinlhefbUowingcompletelistingofaUclaim.everpreseated TTaisUstingof cMms 
replaces aU prior versions, and Ustings. of the claims in the instant application: 

Claims 1-10 (Canceled). 

Claim 11 (Currently amended): A reaction medium for fennentation processes 

comprising: 

(a) a microorganism; and 

(b) amicioemulsion. wherein the microemulsion comprises water, an 

acidaU^lesters.vegetabletriglycerides.andmixt«resmereof,andwhe.ei^ 
has an average droplet size of firom 1 to 100 nm. 

Claim 12 (Previouslypresented): The reaction medium according to claim 11. 
wherein ihe microemulsion has an average droplet size of ftom 10 to 80 nm. 

Claim 13 (Previously presented): The reaction medium according to claim 11, 
wherein the microemulsion has an average droplet size of fiom 10 to 30 nm. 



Claim 



14 (Previously presented): The reaction medium according to claim 11. 
Wherein the oilphasecomprisesafatty acid me^yl ester according to the general 

R^-COO-R (D 
wherein represents a C6-22 alkyl gn,up and R^ i^presents a methyl group. 
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Clmm 15 (Previouslypresented): m reaction medium according to claim U. 
w.e«intheoilphasecomprisesafattyaci<lmemylest.selectedi^mthegroupco^^^ 
,.ethyloleate,me^ylpelmitate,memy»ste3rate.methylpelargonate^ 

Claim 16 (Previously presented): m reaction medium according to claim 11. 
wh.rein^eoilpha.ecomprisesanoilselectedfromthegroupconM.tingofcoconuto.1, 

sunflower oil, tapeseed oil and mixtures thereof. 
Claim 17 (Canceled): 

Claim 18(P»vio»slyp»a«.t«l): ThsracttamedimaccordrngtocWMH. 

microemulsion. 

Claim 19 (Cur«»tly «Be.ded): Th. „a=do.in»Jium warding U> claim 11. 

the toUil w o ight of t li P microemulfiioa 

Claim 20 (P«^ously presented): -Rie reaction medium according to claim 11. 
.^d^eoUphascisprescntinanamountoffiomlOtoBOo/obywei^tbasedonthe 

microemulsion. 

Claim21(Witl^wnaanon.elected): Afenneutationprocesscompr^^^ 

(a) providing a reaction medium comprising a microemulsion, wherem the 
„l.ioncompriseswater.anemul.ifierandanoUphaseselected^om^^ 
^...tingof fatty acid allcylesters. vegetable triglyceride, andmi^^^ 
themicroemulsionhasanaveragedropletsizeofftomltolOOmn; 

(b) combining the reaction medium and a microorgamsm; and 
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(c) conducting fermentation* 

Claim 22 (Withdrawn as non-elected); The fenneatation process according to 
claim21.wh.r.inthereactionmodiumfi^ercomprisesasubstrateto 

Claim 23 (Withdrawn as non-elect^): Tl^e fermentation pr^^^ 
claim 21 . wherein the oil phase is fermented by the microorganism. 

Claim 24 (Withdrawn a. »on-elected): mfennentation process according to 
claim2l.wl.ereinthemicroemnlsionha. an average droplet size of fromlOto 80 nm. 

Claim 25 (Withdrawn as non^ected); The fermentation process acco^^ 
.laim21. wherein themicroem^onhasanaverage droplet Size of fiomlOto 30 nm. 

Claim 26 (Withdrawn as non-elected): Hie fermentation process according to 
claim2Uwhereintheoilpbasecomprisesaf.ttyacidmethyl ester accordingto^ege^ 

fbrmula(I): , 

R -COO-R © 

wherein represents a C6-22 alkyl g«)up andR^ repi^sents a methyl group. 

Claim 27 (Withdrawn as non^lected): The fermentation process according to 
elaim21.whereinth.oilphasecomprisesaf«^acidmethyl ester selected^J^^ 

con^^ofmethyloleate.methylpahnitate.methylstearate.me^^ 
thereof 

Claim 28 (Withdrawn as non^elected): The fermentation piccess accordmg to 
eiaim2l.whereintheoilphase comprises an oiUelected^d^e group con^^^ 

oil, sunflower oil. rapeseed oil and noctures thereof. 
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Claim 29 (Withdrawn as non-elected): me fennentation process according to 
claim 21, wherein the emulslfier comprises an alkyl oligoglycoside. 

Claim 30 (Withdrawn as non-elected): The fermentation process according to 
Claim21,wherdntheemul«ifierispresentinanamonntof^ml0to50o/obywei^tha^ 

the microemulsion, 

Chim 31 (WHUnwrn as non-dccted): The Jtonemtta. sMordtagto 

microeiTiulsiou. 

the microemulsion. 
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